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The Nordic register data network has met regularly over several years. The overall goal is not one 
specific topic, but to engange across topics and methods in the countries with rich register data. 
Thus, there is no emphasis on reaching consensus on specific topics, but discuss across many 
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Outcomes
There were 15 presentations showcasing the variety of approaches and methods used with register 
data. Some highlights include: 

•	 Register data also have great potential for social network analysis, utilizing the existing links 
between person of e.g. same family, workplace or registered in the same criminal case.  

•	 Comparative study of immigrant crime (Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Netherlands and 
New Zealand) show that higher crime rates of immigrants and their children are mostly 
attributable to gaps in education, labor market status and income differences. 

•	 Debt-settlements have a crime reducing effect, but levels off quickly. As longer-term effects 
are desired, debt-settlements should be combined with other policy initiatives to maintain the 
effect over time.  

•	 Replacing a prison sentence with electronic monitoring decrease recidivism and increase 
labor market attachment.

Recommendations
•	 Take advantage of the potential in administrative registers for research to address a large 

variety of questions. 

•	 Utilize the researchers using registers to evaluate future reforms.  

•	 Invest in young researchers in criminology to make research careers using register data.

Knowledge gaps and future research needs
•	 While register-based research has grown in criminology, it is still relatively sparse on most 

topics. Collaborative efforts have shown great potential, also with Dutch and Scottish data.  

•	 There is a potential for more studies with a causal design, in particular evaluations of policy 
reforms. This also rest on the need for policy reforms to be implemented so that it is possible 
to evaluate the effects.  

•	 Network analysis using administrative registers has been successfully demonstrated using 

topics. The findings mentioned below is thus just some conclusions from selected presentations.
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Dutch register data, and Nordic data have at least as good potential. These possibilities should 
be explored further in future studies using Nordic administrative data. 
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